


— January 12, 1987 


point. For example, he notes that some 
think the Sandinista unions function pri- 
marily as ‘‘transmission belts” from the 
Sandinista party to the workers. His own 
position is that they act with autonomy. 

What Vilas adds to the discussion of 
Nicaragua is an interpretation of Nicara- 
gua that takes as its starting point a rev- 
olutionary viewpoint and revolutionary 
categories. How distant this is from the 
mainstream U.S. discussion is evident in 
the fact that we scarcely hear the term 
“revolution” used with reference to Nic- 
aragua (except in the phrase “betrayed” 
revolution). Even less is U.S. policy de- 
scribed as the attempt at counterrevolu- 
tion it most certainly is. 

I will close with some even briefer no- 
tices of other recent books. Beginning in 
1981, the economist Xabier Gorostiaga 
and others began a major effort to bring 
together the best social scientists of the 
Caribbean and Central America to move 
beyond general critiques of the present 
world order and outline possible alterna- 
tives for their own small countries. They 
developed their positions through many 
position papers anc meetings. Some of 
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the results were shared at a meeting in the 
Hague in 1983 and collected in Towards 
an Alternative for Central America and 
the Caribbean (edited by Xabier Goros- 
tiaga and George Irwin; London, Boston: 
Allen & Unwin, 1985). 

I would single out one essay by E.V.K. 
FitzGerald, ‘‘Planned Accumulation and 
Income Distribution in the Small Peri- 
pheral Economy.” (I still remember my 
sense of enlightenment as I read an early 
version of this article in a Managua cafe 
while I was waiting for a tropical storm to 
pass.) FitzGerald’s point is that classical 
Marxian literature has little to say about 
what to do in a country like Nicaragua, 
and indeed in all nations that have under- 
gone revolution after China. Cuba, Alger- 
ia, Mozambique, Vietnarn, and Nicaragua 
all share a number of characteristics: They 
cannot produce their own capital goods 
(e.g., heavy machinery) but must contin- 
ue to export primary products in order to 
buy them; they have large peasant and 
artisan sectors; willy-nilly, they are part 
of the international (Western capitalist) 
market; and their own internal economies 
are largely governed by market mechan- 
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isms. FitzGerald’s policy proposals are a 
very useful way to make sense of the eco- 
nomic efforts of the Nicaraguan govern- 
ment. They help us see that the ‘mixed 
economy” and its diversified trading rela- 
tionships (with Western, Third World, and 
socialist countries) are not—as some U.S. 
critics claim—tricks intended to deceive 
the-unwary while the Sandinistas consoli- 
date a Moscow-aligned totalitarian state; 
rather, they are part of a long-range de- 
velopment plan responding to the eco- 
nomic realities of that country and the 
world system. 


For further treatment of the issues 
raised by FitzGerald, I recommend Tran- 
sition and Development: Problems of 
Third World Socialism (edited by Richard 
Fagen, Carmen Diana Deere, and Jose 
Luis Coraggio. New York: Monthly Re- 
view Press, 1986). For compendia on Nic- 
aragua: Nicaragua: Unfinished Revolu- 
tion (edited by Peter Rosset and John 
Vandermeer. New York: Grove Press, 
1986) and Nicaragua: The First Five Years 
(edited by Thomas Walker. New York: 
Praeger, 1985). oO 
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